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| ask dr. dyke 
You can find womonspace at: 

B & D Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, 
Downtown Library, GLCCE, 
Greenwoods Books, Orlando Books, 
Precinct 55, Princess Theatre, The Roost, 


Secrets Ba? & Grill, Strathcona Library 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board, The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 


NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Editor: Shawna L. Mochnacz 
Designer: Marcey Andrews 
Administrative Assistant: 
Rhonda Lothammer 


NEXT ISSUE 
June - Pride 
July/August - Family . 
September - Pets 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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courtesy Carlos Las Vegas 


editorial 


@ ve been mistaken for a guy long 
f before I started wearing their clothes. 
MW Tome it’s about feeling comfortable 
with who I am, and what makes me feel 
even more comfortable about showing 
it. My Mom spent a great deal of my 
youth pleading with me to wear 
dresses, but even as a baby she gave in to 
my precocious rejection of femininity. 


of) Pe" 


(Apparently I was such an avid 
crawler as a tyke, that the dresses 
would nearly be in shreds.) I don’t even 
recall the last time I actually checked 
out the women’s side of a clothing 
store. lam very happy and proud to be 
a woman, but when it comes to clothes, 
it’s unisex or men’s for this dyke! 

I’m completely fascinated by those 
who Drag King, but am far too shy to 
ever get on stage myself. But here I am, 
living it day to day. I know when I’m 
going to get “The Comment” while in 
the Women’s Washroom: “Uh...this is 
the LADIES’ Room?!” “I know,” is 
always my _ polite The 
response to that is usually just silence, 


“ 


response. 


as the woman processes that there are 
indeed all types in this world. 

One of my 
occurred in rural Ontario. I was on a 
Greyhound from Winnipeg to Toronto, 
and the bus stopped at the AX W ina 
small rocky town where there is a big 
statue of Winnie The Pooh. In my bus- 


favorite incidents 


induced grogginess on that gray day, | 
stepped into the restaurant, and went 
to the Ladies’ Room—only to be 
followed by an equally groggy ten year- 
old boy. When he realized where he 
was by the lack of urinals, | heard 
“Awww Geez!!!”, and saw him run out 
of the bathroom in horror! 


2002 
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by shawna |. mochnacz 


memorable 


Another 


more event 
took place in the early morning at a 
Perkins restaurant after a night of 
dancing. My friends and I had just 
ordered our breakfasts, when a very 
nice older woman eating alone at the 
table across from us leaned over and 
said to me, “Are you a growing boy?” 
In disbelief, I said, “Pardon me?!” She 
said, “Oh—I’m sorry Dear, I thought 
you were a growing boy! I was going 
to offer you my side of pancakes. They 
give far too much. Sorry about that 
Dear!” 


politely declined, and spent the rest of 


| thanked her for the offer, 


the morning trying to calm my friends 
down. They are forever amused by 
these occurrences. So when I first 
moved to Edmonton and was trying to 
find a washroom in the Winspear 
Centre, and after asking the usher for 
directions, and having my friends 
men’s 


follow me to the indicated 


washroom, they know to laugh.¥ 


A SPY THAT DARE NOT SPEAK HER NAME...! 


(gay.com) 
Forget about Queer as Folk and Will & Grace. 
There isn’t one gay character on Alias, but that’s the 


show all the gay and lesbian TV watchers have been 
talking about this season. The hip ABC spy drama 
casts Jennifer Garner as Sydney Bristow, a grad 
student who moonlights as a double agent working 
for the CIA and a secret organization called SD-6. 
The main draw here is Garner herself, the show’s 
remarkable centerpiece. She’s strong and sexy, yet 
she makes Sydney human, infusing her with 
sensitivity and warmth. Sydney is one tough chick, 
and you'll enjoy watching a hot woman kick butt 
every week. And since Lucy Lawless’ Xena has put 
down her sword, a new hero was needed to look up 
to and lust after—even if she isn’t a lesbian. 


NOSTALGIC 
HOMOEROTICISM 


(gay.com) 
Inspired by the huge success of The 


NO SEX, TOYS! 


(gay.com) 


Carol Burnett Show retrospective 
last November, the networks that 
were around way 


Bert and Ernie’s long- 
rumoured homosexu- 


back when will 
classic TV shows 
during sweeps. CBS will air The 


ality has been vehem- 
pay tribute to ently denied by the producers of Sesame 


Street, who have prevented a gay-themed 


Mary Tyler Moore Show retrospec- 
tive on May 13, which reunites 
Moore with Ed Asner, Valerie Harper, 
Betty White, Gavin MacLeod, Cloris 
Leachman and Georgia Engel. This 
unscripted features Moore 
interviewing each of her old “MTM” 


CO-stars 


show 


one-on-one. 
ABC is also jumping 
onto the retro band- 
wagon with Laverne & 
Shirley: Together Again. 
Airing May 7, Cindy 
Williams and Penny 
Marshall 


about their days as 


reminisce 


prime time’s cutest 


platonic couple. 


parody about the two Muppets from 
screening in Cleveland. Ernest and Bertram, 
a short film that portrays the famed child- 
ren’s show characters as gay lovers, was 
pulled from the line-up of the Cleveland 
International Film Festival after lawyers 
from the Sesame Workshop threatened 


acters are neither straight nor 
gay, but merely lifeless, hand- 
operated puppets. In a similar 
story, Mattel recently banned the 
screening of Barbie Gets Sad, 
Too, an Argentinean film that 
shows the doll having lesbian 
sex with her Latina servant. 


news continues on page4... 
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what's up in may! 


thursday, may 2, 7:30 pm 
GLCCE’s Grrls Games Night is Back!! 
Hosts Kari and Shawna invite you to 
come out, bring your favorite game, and 
a nice snack to share with everyone. 
There will be Cranium! There will be 
Guesstures! Shawna promises to be nice 
to Kari! Kari promises not to bite 
anyone (unless, of course, you’re into 
that). Set your vcr for the Thursday 
night shows, and come on down to 
Suite 45, 9912-106 St.! 


saturday, may 4 

2nd Annual Fins & Spurs Dance 
Sponsored by Making Waves and 

ARGRA (Gay Rodeo). Bellevue 

Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. Cost: 
$5/members, $8/non-members. For 
advance tickets, call 718-7598 or 
warren. hurt@telusplanet.net 


monday, may 6, 6:30 pm 


Womonspace Board Meeting, Precinct 55, 


5552 Calgary Trail $. All members are 
welcome to provide their input into 
issues affecting lesbians in Edmonton. 


monday, may 6, 8 pm 
Bjorn Again. Winspear Centre. This 
ABBA revival group is the closest you'll 
get to seeing ABBA. Call 428-1414. 


=> 055 VER 


Are you the kind of person that likes being told what to do? Do 
you want to submit, but don’t know what to write? We have all 
kinds of assignments for you at womonspace if you can’t think of 
anything to write for the Feature Theme! 


saturday, may 10 
GLCCE 1s participating in The Great 
Human Race. Choose an 8 km run or 

s Seen ; 

3 km walk/wheelchair route to raise 
money for a great cause. For further 
details contact Tamsin at 488-3234. 


saturday, Jane 1, 8:00 pm 
Edmonton Voce Minority presents Our 
Vocal Decade. Celebrate EVM’s 10th 
anniversary. All previous members, 
conductors and guest artists will be 
invited to join in song with the present 
choir. Convocation Hall, University of 
Alberta Campus. For info call 479-2038. 


june 8-16 
Calga ay Pride 2002 


“Feel the F ies Parade and Street 
Fair on June 9. Pride Dance on June 15 
at Max Bell Centre. Call (430) 240-3484 


or www.pridecalgary.com 
june 14-23 
Edmonton Pride 2002 


“Many Faces—One Community” 


Parade and Dance will be held on 


Saturday, June 22. 


Contact womonspace@hotmail.com NOW! om 


We welcome submissions up to 500 words of interest to local lesbians: 
letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, book and movie reviews, 
poetry, artwork, and photographs. Reminder: do not send your 
underwear. Snail mail: womonspace Editor, Box 128 Main 


P.O., Edmonton, AB, TSJ 3]4. 


Feature Themes: June: Pride (deadline May 10th), 
July/August: Family (deadline June 10th), 
September: Pets (deadline August 10th) 
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. continued from page 2. 


BARRYELLA! 


(gay.com) 
Barrymore will star in a 
remake of the 


Drew 


classic 


campy 


Barbarella, resurrecting Jane 
Fonda’s ttle role from the 1968 
film about the adventures of a 
futuristic sex kitten. Barrymore is 
also the Warner 
Brothers/20th Century Fox pro- 


producing 


ject and has hired gay screenwriter 
John August (Charlie’s Angels). 


This version will distinguish itself 


from the original by adhering 


more closely to creator Jean- 
Claude Forest’s Barbarella comic 
books. However, Barrymore is 


; 


# 


reportedly attempting to tone down the character’s promiscuity in order to secure a 
PG-13 rating. She says that the action film will be a satirical cross between a sci-fi 
flick and a Woody Allen sex comedy. Barbarella is also being turned into a stage 
musical by The Eurythmics—scheduled for a 2004 debut. 


CLOSETED LESBIAN FOR 
CHARLIE’S ANGEL! 


(gay.com) 
Dustin Hoffman will play a straight 


GLCCE elected Its new 
Board of Directors 
on April 2, 2002 : 

Male Co-Chair: Rachel Carmina 

Female (0-Chair:Roz Ostendorf 
Treasurer: Steve Rowan 
Secretary: Stephen Pederson 
Fund Development Chairperson: 


** 


lawyer who falls in love with a 


lesbian in Personal Injuries. 


Hoffman headlines the big- Dale Ahenkew 
screen adaptation of Scott Programming Chairperson 
Turow’s legal drama as a Robert Smith 
crooked attorney who’s _ Policy/Human Resources Chairperson: 
forced to become an infor- Reagan Hyde 


mant for the FBI. His char- 


acter, Robbie Feaver, is 


Facilities Chairperson: Leslea Herber 
Staff Supervisor: Bernard Dousse 
Volunteer Coordinator: Karla Strand 
Police Liaisons Representative: 


ed 
ARs co 


subsequently partnered with 


female FBI agent Evon 


Miller—played by Cameron Diaz. Karla Strand 
She is able to resist his sleazy Membership Chairperson: 
advances because she’s a closeted Stephen Pederson 
lesbian. The Touchstone film  (ommunication/Media Chairperson: 
will be Hoffman’s directorial Stephen Pederson 
debut and will reportedly Director Support Services 
premiere in 2003. Johnny Mooney 
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Edm Q nton 


ie 2002 _ 


Fri., June 14 to Sun., June 23 
Northern Chaps - 2002 Mr. Edmonton Leather 
Sat., June 15 at 9 p.m. at the Arts Barns 


(10330 84 Avenue) 
Tickets are $15.00 


Decades of Pride Dance 

Celebrate two anniversaries: Womonspace’s 20th and GLCCE’s 30th! 
Hosted by Womonspace and GLCCE 
Sat., June 15, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the Alberta Avenue Hall 
(9210 118 Avenue) 


“Many Faces - One Community” Parade 
Sat., June 22 at noon. 
Parade route is from 111 Street to 118 Street along Jasper 
Avenue, north on 118 Street to finish at the Oliver arena 


Pride Awards Ceremony 
Sat., June 22 at 8 p.m. at the Arts Barns 
(10330 84 Avenue) 


Pride Dance 
Sat., June 22 at 9 p.m. at the Arts Barns 
(10330 84 Avenue} 


www.prideedmonton.org 
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gemini mayer ju 


by the Amazing Saltini 


Caurus apr20 - may2o 


As spring finally arrives with your month, you'll 


be charged with energy and ready for adventure. 
Darting around checking out real estate—and 


maybe an agent or two—you'll need to pick the 
direction you want to go. A new relationship will 
take money to sustain. 


sagittarius norea- deca 


The best gossip usually contains a grain of 
truth. Secrets will be revealed, probably one 
of yours. Face the truth! It could lead to 
fame and fortune. 


( | N ( e f jun22 - julr2 


It’s up to you to throw the first barbeque ot 


the season. Invite everyone: neighbours, 
crushes, even exes. A fling could be fun, but 


watch out for possessiveness. 


| e 0 jula - augr2 


This will be a happy time of socializing, 


networking and developing your politica 
interests. Wouldn’t working on a float for 
the Pride Parade be a great way to 


accomplish all of the above? 


Vir g 0 aug23 - sep22 


Distracted as you are by plans for the future, 
don’t withdraw into your shell. Throw 
caution to the wind and act on that physical 
attraction. It'll be an experience you won't 


soon forget. 


Capricorn dec22 - janrg 


It’s time to make a fresh start. A Scorpio will 


be making the introductions. Your hidden 


passionate side will surprise everyone who 


“knows” you—possibly even yourself. 


aquarius jamo - feds 


Even though your friends and family may 


object, say yes to another volunteer project. 
Smile and nod when someone lectures you. 
Quiet confidence will make you irresistable. 


p | j Ge § febg - marzo 


Your appreciation for the finer things in life 
is heightened this month. Use your charm to 
get the best price for that luxury item. 
Employers will find you indispensible... 


| D f q $€)23 - 0(t23 


Accept that your direct questions will not 


receive straight answers. Don’t launch any 
major battles! An affair begun this month 
has an air of impropriety. Tsk tsk. 


§(0 rp | 0 oct2g - nov) 


All your planning and organizing finally 
results in some action. Go out and play in 
the mud. You'll have fun testing new 


wrestling partners. 


The doors burst open as you rush outdoors 
to pound the rugs and attack the yard. 
Could part of it be that you can’t hear the 
phone from outside? The ball still is in your 


court. 


aes mani: re 


You get a second chance when you sense 


that someone is interested. Listen to your 
instincts and be true to your heart. The 
worst result will be a deep and real 
friendship. 
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Wommose Pes 


vA. GONQUIN TRAVEL 


Eaton Centre 
4279-2233 


Jackie VYurko B.Se, N.D. 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 


Intimate | | 
Attitudes Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Meghan Cox Clinical Social Worker 
Independent Consultant 
Healing work with lesbians 


: by a lesbian. 
Evenings of Adventure 


Direct Sales Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 Phone (780) 415-5434 


Edmonton, Alberta 


. “Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 
meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 


Www.intimateattitudes.com 
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drag kings 


He is known as the absolute, ultra- 

flamboyant drag king/gender bender illusionist. 
Decorated in bizarre sequin, rhinestone and 
bugle beaded costumes and with unmistakable 
side burns, Carlos Las Vegas has been tooted as 
the “Dom Perignon” of drag king 
entertainment. The Winnipeg entertainer, along 
with Ken Las Vegas (Washington, DC, USA) 
have produced Kingdom, the first International 


Drag King Magazine. 


by Suzanne Dawson and Shawna L. Mochnacz 


When did you see your first drag king 

A show? What were your first impres- 
sions’ When did you start performing? 

Actually, I never saw a drag king show 

before I started performing. The 
University of Winnipeg hosted a fundraiser 
with a drag show component to it seven 
years ago. I was asked by a queen to assist 
by playing the male counterpart. So, I pulled 
my hair back and she drew a 5 o’clock sha- 
dow on me. It was a pretty risque number— 
with a gender transition component to it. I 
had an absolute blast, however, was very 
disappointed when the audience saw me 
more as a butch lesbian rather than a man. 
‘Drag King’ was what I was coined that 
night because it only made sense—not that 
I’m at all claiming to have spearheaded the 
term, Where the term came from is still 
debate. I sporadically made appearances 
year two and three, but only seriously 
started performing in year four. 


y Carlos Las Vega 


Phot 
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drag kings er, 


Did you have a drag persona before 
O) carlos Las Vegas? Who was he 
and how was he different than Carlos? 
What ts involved with being Carlos? 

The character Carlos Las Vegas 
ci several years to develop. It 
was after six years and a lot of coaching 
that I finally came to terms with who 
Carlos is. Initially ‘Las Vegas’ was 
attributed to my flamboyant attitude 
and style. ‘Carlos’ Is a sex-positive, 
pansexual, dark and handsome chico 
with a latin flare. Combine those two 
elements together and you have Carlos 
Las Vegas. Carlos Las Vegas is very 
different now because of my evolving 
attitude on kinging. Fancy dance moves 
and tightly choreographed numbers 
were the norm, but since then I’ve 
moved toward more theatrical based 


numbers—often comprised of socia 
commentary or poking fun at politics. 
Carlos plays several characters on stage 
from his portrayal of an oversexed 
leather man to the guilty catholic priest 
to a flamboyant gay olympian reject 
named Francois, to the food fetish 
obsessed man who just can’t find a date. 
How do you distinguish between 

/ the entertainment of drag kinging 


and the act of dressing up as a man, for 


you personally? Is drag kinging, apart 


from the entertainment of it, part of 


your personality and everyday persona? 

Since the term ‘drag king? Is relatively 
Wes and novel, there are several 
interpretations of what a drag king Is. 
Simplistically, most would assume that 
a drag king is the counterpart to the 
traditional drag queen—a woman 1s 
dressed as a man who performs on 
stage. Not entirely true. The drag king 
definition is ever evolving as sex roles 
and gender stereotypes continue to be 
challenged, not by queer culture, but in 
the mainstream. The following definition 
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is supplementary and is in no way 


exclusive: a drag king is a person, either 
male or female identified, who dresses 
in character attire for the sake of 
entertainment or performance by POL 
traying their own interpretation of 


masculinity or gender fluidity. Their 


interpretation may be male impersona- 
tion, a cultural expression, an extension 
of one’s person. for personal  self- 
fulfilment, or a form of parody. Gender 
fluidity is a part of my personality and 
everyday persona. I detest checking off 
the F box in order to continue an e-mail 
application. I embrace my inherent 
masculinity and femininity and have 
no shame waking up and feeling more 
femme one day or masculine another 
day. Kinging is a venue to educate and 
provoke, influence and challenge what 
gender means, and I’m privileged that 
my audience appreciates the types of 
performances I do. 
7) How can someone get in touch with 
their “inner drag king” and create 
a drag king persona for themselves? 
The persona can come afterwards 
Wes may be too premature to pin 
down immediately. One of most diffi- 
cult parts may be not so much in the 
preparation but rather just getting on 
stage and working through the initial 
nervousness. Think about what kind of 
character you want to portray. Is it an 
air band lead singer? Is there a message 
you want to get across? Do you want to 
impersonate a man? Ask yourself what 
the motivation is, but keep in mind that 
the heart of kinging is to have fun. 
Draw on a moustache, wear a tie, and 
feel comfortable stuffing a sock in your 
crotch as you move or swagger to some 
music. If you can accomplish this, then 
you’re well on your way to being a 


drag king. 


interview continues on next page... 


= 


drag kings: tr 


. Interview continued from previous page. 


O How did the magazine materialize? 
sf 


Kingdom was a response to the 

lack of coverage and awareness of 
the art of male mimicry. An e-zine pro- 
duced in Washington DC was created 
to cover the annual International Drag 
King Conference and Extravaganza. | 
wanted to go beyond this e-zine and 
cover what kings were doing interna- 
tionally. My publishing — partner 
Kendra Kuliga from Washington DC 
(co-producer of the e-zine mentioned) 
says that if the media can’t find the 
door, we'll create it for them. I am 
responsible for content and Kendra is 
responsible for graphics and layout. 


O What is your performing schedule? 
A 


De At its peak, I travel out of 


town once a month and perform 
and average of three in-town shows 


drag kings 


How to Be a Drag King 


Courtesy of University of Minnesota 
(Duluth) GLBT Group 


performance, and attitude. Following the 


tips on the next page will help you portray 


the inner king within. 


o you wanna be a drag king? Drag 
kings are judged based on looks, 


name choice, character personality, 


per month. Preparation and rehearsals 
take up a majority of my time, and with 
the responsibilities of producing a maga- 
zine I’m surprised I’m still functioning. 


What else is going on in your life 
/ these days? 


I’m a Conference Consultant in the 
A morning, and then switch offices to 
be a Public Engagements Coordinator 
in the afternoon. I go to the gym to do 
my daily workout, and go home to work 
on Kingdom for a few hours. After 
that and a bite of super, I’m at the bar 
promoting my next show and sampling 
possible music selections. Then ’'m home 
again, get back to my phone messages 
and email, squeeze in some sewing if I 
can, then off to bed. I’m planning on 
completing my degree in Sociology 
and Political Science next year as well. 
As you can tell, I don’t really have a 
life, but I’m not complaining.¥ 


For more information visit: 


www.geocities.con/kingdomidkm 
and wwww.geocities.com/carlos_lasvegas 


Pe, 


4 
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Hair 


Facial Hair and Make-Up 


If you have long 
hair, comb it 
back and hold it 
with a rubber 
band at the nape 
of the neck. 
Make sure to let 
the hair 
limply down the 


hang 


back, not up (as in a ponytail). If you 
are going to let your hair hang loose, 
try parting your hair in the middle, 
rather than at the side. If you think 
your hair still doesn’t look right, try 
adding some hair gel. For women with 
short hair, you may not need to use gel. 


Experiment with combing your hair in 
| 
cap can sometimes make the difference 


look! 


Whatever the length or type of hair you 


a different style. A back-to-front baseba 
in changing the way you 


have, you can be sure there is a male 
with the same. Have a look around. 
Get some ideas from observing men on 
the street or in restaurants or bars. 


Breast Binding 


A 5" width elastic bandage IS a good 


material for binding the breasts. It is 
wound around, starting at the base of 
the breasts and covering the nipples 
first. It’s useful to have someone help 
you as you need to distribute the 
bandage evenly, without causing it to 
crease, as once you move around, any 
creases can bunch up, and your breasts 
may pop out (very unmanly!). The 
binding should be secure, but not so 
tight that you have difficulty breathing. 
If you have large breasts, you may need 
two elastic bandages, in which case 
they should overlap slightly so there 
isn’t a gap between them. If, after 
binding, you feel like your breasts still 
register too much of a bulge, put on a 
shirt and you'll see, you’ve suddenly 
acquired pronounced pectoral muscles! 


womonspace may 2002 


Facial hair is the big signifier in creating 
a male identity. If you look closely at 
men’s facial hair, you'll see it is com- 


piled of different shades. So, you want 
to mix the hair colours for a more 


authentic look. Prepare the facial hair 


by cutting it into small bits. Use spirit 
gum to create the shape of the moustache/ 
sideburn/goatee on your face and then 
apply the small bits of hair. It takes 
practice to get this looking good. Eye- 
brows can be thickened with mascara, 
but if you pluck, you may need to add 
facial hair to fill in the gaps. It is 
important to add a S$ o’clock shadow, 
otherwise it gets patchy. This should be 
subtly applied, so that there is 
cohesiveness to the contours of the 
shadow. Don’t forget the neck and 


don’t overdo the shadow! 
Clothes 


Depending on the character you are 


creating, aim for continuity in dress 
and don’t try to get away with women’s 
sneakers. Men’s shoes are wider and 
roomier than women’s. They are cons- 
tructed for men’s feet that are generally 
broader than women’s and therefore 
cover more space on the ground. They 
are strong, sturdy and built to last. 
When you put on men’s shoes, you feel 
as if you are standing on the earth and 
owning the space under your feet. This 
strong physical contact with the ground 
has a consequent psychological effect. 


Performing 


If you are performing, find a song that 


fits the attitude and character you are 
presenting with your new drag persona. 
Of course, this should be a song 
performed by a male because you are 
impersonating a male. Don’t overdo it, 
but definitely strut, carry yourself and 
have a boyish attitude. Have fun! ¥ 


www.d.unin.edu/student/MLRC/glbt/dragking. html 


To Pack or Not to Pack 


by Heine Ken 
with help from Toys in Babeland 
-acking is when someone who 


wasn’t born with a penis— 

such as a woman or a male/ 
masculine-identified transgendered 
person—puts something in their pants 
to create a bulge that resembles a guy’s 
package. This can be done with a 


many 


variety of materials, and for 
different purposes. While “packing” 
frequently refers to wearing a strap-on 
under your clothes—called ‘packing 
hard’—you can also pack for the 
shape and feeling of a dick and balls 
rather than for functionality. This is 
called ‘packing soft’ and looks and 
feels more realistic than a rubber or 
silicone strap-on type dildo. 

Anyone can pack: drag kings, 
straight women, dykes, femmes, 
butches, transmen (FTM’s), bio-boys 
with small penises. Everyone who packs 
has their own reasons. For some, it’s just 
about sex. For others, it’s integrally 
related to their butch, boydyke, girlfag 
or transgender identities. For still others, 
it’s about power or being subversive. 

So once you decide you want to 
‘pack’, what are your options? One 
option is a very soft dildo, marketed 
under such names as Mr. Softie. Mr. 
Softtie is realistic looking and made of a 
material similar to Cyberskin or Ultra- 
skin, but it’s soft and mimics a flaccid 
dick. Mr. Softie comes in several sizes, 
anette 


Stryker-like package in your pants, and 


the largest of which creates 


the smallest of which might look pretty 
pathetic on the shelf but is actually the 
size of a lot of when 


they’re not hard. You can own more 


men’s cocks 


than one size and determine which one 


you use by your mood and the cut of 


your pants. Mr Softie sits inside your 
underwear. It works best with very 
tight briefs since it will fall out of 
boxers. If you don’t have much 
experience with “real” penises, you 
might want to check out underwear 
ads or gay men’s magazines that have 
pictures of guys in just their underwear 
for a better idea of exactly how a penis 
hangs inside a pair of underwear. 

flexible, 
realistic dildo in a small or medium-size 
(5 or 6 inches). While some find that 


Another alternative is a 


just putting the dick into a pair of briefs 
is adequate, others prefer using a 
harness that 
chafe, since you'll be walking around in 


harness. Use a doesn’t 
it, and possibly wearing it for an 
extended amount of time. Put on a jock 
strap or a pair of tight briefs (BVD 
brand is good because the fabric is 
thicker than Hanes) to keep your pack- 
age in place. Bend the dildo upwards or 
downwards depending on your 
preference. Pull on your pants, adjust 
the bulge, and you’re ready to go. 

Dildos are a good packing method 
if you’re expecting to get laid since a 
dildo is...well, a dildo. You will feel 
like you have a big hard-on and it can 
be pretty arousing to have a hard dick 
in your pants. If you’re wearing a 
harness, it absolutely will not fall out 
of your underwear and down the leg 
of your pants, causing possible embar- 
rassment. If you rub up against your 
girl, she will definitely notice. 

For an alternative between a softie 
and a dildo, you can get a semi-hard 
silicone dildo designed specifically for 
packing. Unlike other dildos, it is 
curved so that it makes a realistic- 
looking bulge, but unlike packers such 
as Mr. Softie, it is firm enough to use 
for sex. Such a dildo may be marketed 
as ‘Pack and Play’ or ‘Vixen’. It sits in 
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drag kings 


a pair of briefs and doesn’t need the aid 
of a harness, unless you want to wear 
it with boxers. 

For sex, it can be hand-held or used 
in a harness. For easier insertion, you 
may want to put it in the harness with 
the balls pointing upwards, so that the 
dick is not curved downwards the way 
it is when it’s used for packing. It’s a 
reasonable size so that you can see the 
bulge but it won’t look like you’re hung 
like a horse. 

Other cheaper alternatives to the 
above store-bought packages are simple 
objects you have around your house. A 
pair of well-placed rolled up gym socks 
can create a nice bulge. Just make sure 


that if you use any loose material, you 
wear tight-fitting briefs or safety-pin 
your package to your briefs to avoid 
your sock ball falling from your pant 
leg and kicking it across the bar or hall. 
Another alternative is to fill a condom 
with stiff hair gel, tying it firmly at the 
top to form a penis shape. Half-fill a 
second condom with the same gel and 
again tie it firmly at the end, but this 
time also tie it about an inch from 
either end of the condom to form two 
round balls. Place the balls and the 
penis-shape in another condom and 
again tie it firmly. Then place it in 
tight-fitting briefs and you have your 
own home-made Mr. Softie. Be careful 
not to push your pelvis too hard 
against the bar or you could ejaculate 
your gel before anyone has a chance to 
admire your handiwork. Get packing 
and have fun!¥ 


Te) ten Drag King Names 


Jason Timberlick Justin Case 
MoB. Dick — Labio 
Brad (lit ‘Sir Real 
Buster Hyman —-Vinni White 
Harry Krishna Willie Ryder 
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We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 


B&D 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


leather, latex, pvc, 
gothic, punk, fetish 
toys, books, mags, 
shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


9652 JASPER AVE. 
EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 


426 - 8TH AVE. S.E. 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 
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JULIE GC. LLOYD 


Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 

(78Q) 442-4417 


Our Vocal Decade! 
EVM Reanion Concert 


8:00 PM, Saturday, 1..tine, 2002 

Convocation Hall, Old Arts Building, 
U of A Campus 

Gala Reception Immediately Following at 

Fly Bar, 10314 ~ 104 Street 


_..with EVM alumni and friends 


Edmonion 


Tickets at B & D Emporium, Clea's Bookshop, Earth's General Store, Express Video 
The Front Page, Orlando Books, Pride Video, E¥M Members 
EVM Ticket ine (780) 479 2038 


Comer Sponsor Reception Sponsor 


Jutie Lloyd Fly Bar 
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drag kings 


Top Fitteen Famous and Fabulous 


Drag Kits teceraances 


~ Julie Andrews in Victor Victoria~ 
~ Drew Barrymore and Cameron Diaz in Charlie's Angels ~ 
~ Doris Day in Calamity Jane 
~ Tilda Swinton in C 
~ Greta Garbo in Queen Christ 
~ Mary Pickford in * + 
~ Veronica Lake in Su 
~ Hilary Swank in Boys Don't Cry - 
~ Katharine Hepburn in Sylvia Scarlett ~ 
~ Womonspace Newsletter Editor's Mother in Manitoba ~ 


~ Marlene Dietrich in Morocco ~ 


~ Debbie Reynolds in Gox 
~ Miriam Hopkins in She Loves /V 
~ Maureen O'Hara in At Sword’s Point ~ 


~ Gwyneth Paltrow in Shakespeare in Love ~ 


tilda swinton 


doris day 


calamity jane 
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drag kings 


Nobody wants to teel alone 
And everybody wants to love someone 


lyrics by Girls in the men’s room 


Garbage _ Bors in he pati 


Bnarogyny} 


Xr | [ neve r 70 
The bird: bees they hunmotend 
| ke reas 2 p e intr e 

Get on board and have some fun 


Take what you need to turn 


from the album 


Behind closed doors and t tars 
: ee 2 It doesn t matter where you are 
Beautiful Eola. ie 

Collecting jewels Ina caicn your eye 


Don't let a soulmate pass you by 


Boys in the girls’ room 
Girls in the mens room 
You tree your mind in your androgyny 


Boys in the parlour 


| 
They're getting harder 
ll tree your mind in your androgyny 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Mail order catalogue $5 

Secure online shopping 

Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


Edmonton's lesbian-ownea, 


feminist bookstore 


with a fine selection 
896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888. WYM.WARE 
wwW.WOomynsWare.com 


oe 


of titles for women. 


New and Used Books 


10123 Whyte Ave. T6E 125 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 


Douglas Design 
Select Framing Inc. 


When all you want to spend... is mere time at home 


Douglas Design offers interior architectural design 
ranging in scope from colour selection and interior 
arrangement to complete working drawings. 


Select Framing provides professional custom 
framing of art as well as a wide variety of images 
to choose from. 


8606 -118 Ave. 
Edmonton 


780.413.8250 


Tuesday thru Friday 11 am to 6am 
Saturday 11 am toSpm 
or by appointment 
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Are you loud and proud? What is your 


favourite thing about Pride? Your favourite 
Pride memory? Pride traditions? Where 
do you put your pride stickers? Will vous 
dogs be marching in the parade?? Any 
pictures? Share with the community in 


- 500 words or less—deadline May 10th! 


If you liked it last year (and the year befi 2 it again this 


year. If you missed éf last year, get your. but oin a fun group 


of women for a fabulous weekend of golf, camping and fun! 


Cost: $35/members, $40/non-members 
Includes weekend camping, green fee, and Saturday night supper. 


Golf clubs and cart rental extra. 


COUNTRY 9 GOLF COURSE 
BASHAW, AB (ONE HOUR SOUTH OF SHERW@QOD PARK) 
For more info contaet wemonspace@hormail.com or fe. ve a message at 482-1794. 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call g82-179q or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 
(ircle Dane First Wednesday of the month, 


7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 


a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 or 


evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Qut at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 
athletics | 
Curling League Fridays at Ottewell Curling Club. 


No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 
Free-to-Be Womyn's Volleyball League Mtondays 
7-8:45 pM at John D. Bracco School, 3150- 
139 Ave. Cost $35/year, $3/drop-in. Call 
Pam at 459-9370 or p_mcewin@hotmail.com 
Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pM and 
Thursdays 8:30 pM at Bonnie Doon Pool. 
Tuesdays 8:30 PM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 
454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
Northern Titans Ten pin 
Saturdays 4:45 pM. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 


churches 
Affirm United support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 

Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 
at 987-4974, or email jonrach@msn.com 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A 


denominational, evangelical Christian church. 


Call Paul at the 


bowling league. 


non- 


Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and_ friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 


lcedmonton@lena.org 
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es 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes. all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Sundays at 10 AM at 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group at the U of A Faculty of 
Education 4-110C Educ. N. 
5-6 PM. Contact Dr. 


Church. 


uce@ 


Thursdays 
Andre Grace at 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or Kris Wells at 


wellsk@icrossroads.com 


hangouts for lesbians 
The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Precinct 55: 
5552 Calgary Trail $; The Roost: 10345- 
104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249-107 St; 
Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 


leisure groups 
Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 


Call Dianne at 433-0374 before PM the Fri 


before to ensure your reservation. 


(assis. Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 

Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 

National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 PM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 

Open Door (lub Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 

Sunday Night Coffee Group Everyone welcome to 
drink coffee, chat and enjoy each other’s 
company. Second and fourth Sunday of the 
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month 7 PM Jax Bean Stop, 11511-104 Ave. 
Just look for the blue baseball cap. 
gay_edmonton_coffee@yahoo.com, 


www.geocities.com/gay_edmonton_coffee 


support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second Tuesday 
of the month 7:30 pM at Orlando Books. 
Call Bill 422-6207 


Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all Albertans. 


Call 488-3234 or equalalberta@ hotmail.com 


GLEE Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library. 
M-F 1:30 pM-5:30 pM, and 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 
488-3234 or glece@compusmart. ab.ca #45, 
9912-106 St. 


CARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. Call 


Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


Classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is ¢ pu on May voth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Conta 


accommodations 

For rent: New, large, bright, prof finished two- 
bedroom basement suite. Private entrance, 
laundry, dishwasher, NS, NP, awesome 


private central location on ravine for 


$700/month. Leave a message at 465-3620. 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 


Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
tree 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 
Unfurnished basement suite available 
immediately in St. Albert. Call 459-9370. 


Condo rental. For info call 488-1811. 
opportunities 
Wanted: womon slowpitch players! We need 


more GRRRLS! (Guys are welcome too.) 
Season runs from May through mid Sept. 


Fees are just $30, which includes a party at 
the end of the season. For more info call or 
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e-mail Tina 423-9925, fixitina@hotmail.com 


Writers wanted! Do you love to write but 
find it tough to put pen to paper? So do we! 
We want to start a monthly writing group to 
give ourselves a kick in the ass so we can 


health. First Monday of the month 7 PM 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
7:30 PM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, second 
7:30 PM. 


month 


and fourth Tuesdays of the month 
Info: 488-3234. 


Yours, Mine, Ours 6 US Support eroup for LGBT 
PE § I 

parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 

415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 
7-9 pM at GLCCE or yuyedm@hotmail.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Sonic Sisters, Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 pM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


BSI a 


(t womonspace @hotmail.com 


become more famous than Virginia Wolfe 
and Rita Mae Brown combined! The group 
can be whatever we want it to be: writing 
exercises, group writing, critiques, etc. If 
vou are interested call Jaimie 451-0155 or 
Suzanne 455-9344. 


Do vou know anything about the history of 
womonspace? We're trying to put the pieces 
together—past presidents, founding members, 
etc. If you know names, or were a part of it, 
please contact womonspace@hotmail.com 

Interested in performing in a Pride Drag Show? 
Contact womonspace@hotmail.com ASAP 


messages 

Thank you to those who made Free-to-Be 
Volleyball Womyn’s League fun and 
successful. We are over for this season, but 
check here in Sept for details on where and 
when we'll start up! Pam McEwin 


To CC: Stop having so much fun! PW 


S: Here’s to four seasons! Luv S 


To Cappie, Gracie, JAB, Peanut, and Thumper: 
Congratulations on your win! Have a great 
time in Las Vegas! Go Rosario’s Wrath! From 
your Number One Fan, Cin 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 
I'm a teen lesbian...well, at least I think 
so. I want to know for sure, so if we 
can talk that'd be great. Please RSVP— 
I'd really like to talk to you. 

Signed, Frosted Mini-Wheats 
Dear FMW, : 
Talking to Dr. Dyke will not make you a 
lesbian, and contrary to popular belief, 
it is not necessarily good luck to touch 
Dr.’ Dyke’s hair! As for meeting in 
person, Dr. Dyke rarely goes out—well, 
the Golf Tournament again this summer 
for sure, but as always, incognito for 
reasons of national security! (Yes, Dr. 
Dyke’s a lousy golfer!!) But you wanna 
know if you are really a dyke? That you 
are even asking is probably an indication 
toward yes. Forget Ouija boards or 
Magic 8 Ball! It basically comes down 
to: Are you attracted to women? Yes, it’s 
pretty basic, and no, that doesn’t mean 
that all straight men are lesbians! Too 
many people worry about what this 
means and what that means and about 
labeling things—just be you, and things 
will be more clear. Definitely give 
GLCCE a call—they can put you in 
touch with a group called Youth 
Understanding Youth—you can meet 
people your own age with the same 
feelings. GLCCE also has lots 0’ books, 
and great people to talk to, so put that 
on the top of your list of Things To Do. 
eg. Io Do: #1. Wonder if lam gay. #2 Do 
laundry. #3 Call GLCCE. #4 Clean out 
kitty litter!!! #5 Call Mom. #6 Write for 
womonspace! #7 Determine sexuality. 
#8 Re-dye hair etc. Anyway, hurry up 
and join—I think they still have some 
toaster ovens left to give away!! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
I’ve heard that everyone 
becomes their mother 
eventually. Is there a way 
to escape this cycle? 

Signed, Frosted Flakes 
Dear FE, 
Um, is your mother super 
pierced and also a dyke?? Get the 
recipes, but ditch the ability to guilt 
people into things, and you will do just 
fine! Promise Dr. Dyke that you'll 
never wear polyester pant suits to 
curling bonspiels. Promise yourself 
that if you ever hear your mother’s 
voice coming outta your mouth, that 
you'll notice, be amused, and stay real 
to who you are! Ask your Mama about 
her younger days, and you will 
probably get comfort in knowing the 
differences. And don’t forget to be a 
good dyke and send 
Mother’s Day later this month!! 


flowers on 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
My latest gurrl leaves long phone 
messages of love for me. I hate to be 
picky like Jerry Seinfeld, but is this a 
sign that it’s not meant to be? 

Signed, Honey Nut Cheerios 
Dear HNC, 
Professing one’s love on_an answering 
machine is not easy to do! Dr. Dyke 
has left some doozies and still lived to 
love!! Don’t run away from a girl who 
is not afraid to be vulnerable or afraid 
to love you! And P.S. if someone is 
telling you they love you, that is 
certainly NOT a sign it’s over!! 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 


Send your questions to the relationship/life/sex/home improvement dyke expert! 
Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 
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OuL Have @ ereet Long weekend anyway: 


the top five benefits to becoming a womonspace member: 


You are You get {t-arrives You support a The distribution 
puaranteed a something in discreetly at your 8feat community focations run out of 
newsletter, the mail once home in a nice group, and get ‘womonspace quickly 
hot off the a month that fewsletter-sized dol discounts and you don’t handle 
press, before has nothing to manila envelope, for dances, and disappointment well. 
any hit the do with your just in case you other activities. Things get smashed. 
streets! friend Visa or still live with Nobody wins. Just 
Mastercard, your boyfriend! join already! 


(Confidentiality Assured) 
Name(s) 
Address 
City Postal Code 


Phone E-mail 


72 month membership fee: 


/ 


Sn ee ee ee 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 

CJ New Member LJ Renewal 1) Associate 

(J I would like to be a volunteer 


“J Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 


(J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


(J I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
Q) I would like.to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


Ce ed 


